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Standards:
Goal 1.4: Analyze the political, social, and economic responses to industrialization and technological innovations in the development of the United States.
Goal 1.7: Trace how natural resources and technological advances have shaped human civilization.
Theme: 
“Then and now”
· What expectations did Americans have then, and what do we have now? What has changed over time?
Objective: 
· Compare/Contrast childhood now to the childhood of Philo T. Farnsworth in 1918.  
· Create an in-depth journal describing their childhood life if they switched places with Philo T. Farnsworth.
· Discuss what life would have been like before the invention of the television, and how important it is to Americans today.
· Theorize inventions that are created in the last 10 years that will be a necessity 100 years from now.
Skills: 

· Compare/Contrast
· Create/Describe

· Discuss
Set:
· Write this question on the board and let the students come up with answers.  Ask two students to come to the board and write down the answers the class comes up with:
· Would you be a different person without television, IPODs, and video games?
· What would you do with your spare time?

· Would life be better or worse?

Review: 
Students will be able to access the ideas they came up with on the board for the next parts of the activity (compare/contrast, journals).
Activities and Procedures:
· Students will take turns reading paragraphs of “Idaho Roots: Pioneering Television’s Invention using the “popcorn reading” technique. (The whole article does not need to be read, just the portions that talk about his upbringing until his high school experience)
· After each paragraph have a short discussion about what the paragraph means.  Help paint the picture for the students so they comprehend.
· Have a discussion of what life would be like in Philo T. Farnsworth’s shoes. 

· Would it be hard?

· What expectations would you have in life?
· Inform the students that they will create a 3-entry journal describing their childhood life if they switched places with Philo T. Farnsworth.  The list on the board of ideas of things they would do without TV should help them think.
· What would you do for fun?
· What would you eat?

· Would you go to school? 

· What would your parents make you do?

· What would the community do for entertainment?

Follow up:
· Discuss what childhood life was like before the invention of the television, and how it is now afterwards.
· Make a T-chart on the white board:
· One side labeled “Before the invention of the TV,” and the other “The Current Era.”
·  Have two volunteers come up to the board to write the student responses on the board.
· Allow students to discuss how childhood life was before TV to what they are experiencing now, then have them circle the similarities between the two. 
Closure:
· Conclude the lesson by having the class come up with some inventions that they could created today that 100 years from now would be a necessity for all Americans.
· This can be done in a journal entry, on the board, or each student can draw a picture of the invention and write a quick synopsis of what it does and turn it in.
